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Key Messages 
from Clarity

○ Learning intentions are derived directly from 
standards or curriculum expectations

○ Learning intentions should answer the question, 
“Why are we learning this?”

○ Purposefully unpacked and in student friendly 
language

○ It is not the learning intentions(and success 
criteria) that is differentiated but the environment, 
process, resources and product 
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Big Ideas
Dylan William

○Widely implemented but least well done-it’s a craft
○Be like Yogi Berra-if you don’t know where you’re 

going you’ll never get there
○When we don’t make our intentions clear, some 

students are advantaged because they already 
know where the learning is going 
○Using exemplars can have a profound impact on 

achievement 
○Avoid the “Wallpaper Objective” -the LI which is 

put up but not referred to
○Co-construction of LI does not necessarily need to 

be entirely democratic but is important for student 
ownership and buy in
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Common 
Misunderstandings

○ Every lesson must have a learning intention
○ The learning intention does not need to be 

deconstructed 
○ A learning intention is just a goal for that 

lesson 

○ A learning intention incorporates the steps 
of that lesson 

○ Writing good learning intentions are easy 
○ LI should be differentiated 
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Successful 
Classroom 

○ Teachers need to have a deep understanding of 
how to write and implement learning intentions 

○ Unpack the learning intention with the students 

○ “Why am I learning this and why does it matter?” 
-Highlights the significance and relevance of the 

learning to the student’s world 
○ Learning intentions should involve some aspect 

of “generalizability” - the ability to apply non 

context specific learning to a range of contexts 
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Activity

○ Watch the Dylan William clip 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fC29IyqPVr0

○ Consider the 3 factors discussed and 

choose one 
○ Discuss

○ Present your thinking around the issue 
creatively -do you agree/disagree? What 
makes you say that? 
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